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CHAP, enable the people of Canada to control the relations
^^^/ of those several provinces. The problems arising
from the relations of Upper and Lower Canada were
especially acute. Upper Canada with its enterpris-
ing population was dependent for its trade on the
River St. Lawrence. The control of this estuary,
however, was within the jurisdiction of Lower
Canada, the French population of which was mainly
agricultural and little interested in trade. It was
in order to deal with problems of this kind that the
two provinces were amalgamated, with one assembly
common to both, before responsible government
was instituted. After this had been clone the
governor was instructed to select as his ministers
the leaders who commanded a majority in that
assembly, and, to act on their advice.

Extension The same principles were applied to the govern-
sibiebpon" nients of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and. Prince
mail to Edward Island, and presently to Newfoundland,
other New Zealand, to the six: colonies of Australia,, and

also to the Cape Colony and Natal.
Negative        It is usual to say that responsible government

character              ...       .          , ,    .       ,l        ^         v                 -            t

of tins      was     instituted    in  the  Canadian  provinces   by
Great Britain.     This use of the word 'institute*

is legitimate only so long as it is held in mind that
the British Government was not called upon to do
anything, but only to cease doing certain things
which it had always done before. Previously it
had chosen the colonial executives. Now it ceased
to choose them, and surrendered the choice to each
colonial legislature and electorate. What George
ILL had surrendered to the people of the Britisli
Isles, the Britisli Government was now surrender-
ing to the people of each colony. The two change?